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enjoy all its sweetness." Botanizing in the daytime, strolling
by tie lakeside after supper, reflecting upon nature and life-
such was Rousseau's far niente on the Lake of Bienne. His
books were bringing in a little money, and he was almost
independent. Friends helped him—de Peyron of Geneva, the
" Earl Marischal " Keith, Governor of NeucMtel. In 1766,
on the invitation of the large-hearted David Hume, most
friendly of philosophers and men of letters, he went to England,
and lived for eighteen months at Wootton, in Derbyshire.
There he compiled a useful and interesting Botanical Dictionary\
and began to write his Confessions. He had now the " perse-
cution mania," and was tortured by suspicion that everybody
was conspiring against him—friends, officials, servants, they
were all spies. He fled from England to France, and first the
Marquis de Mirabeau (father of the later famous statesman),
next the Prince de Conti, sheltered him. Later he found a
garret in Paris, and plied his trade of music-copier; but every-
body, in his eyes, was still spying upon him, still persecuting.
He had occasional good days, joyous rambles, seeking flowers
in the Bois de Boulogne, and wrote his perfect Rfoeries du
promeneur solitaire. In 1778 the Marquis de Girardin gave
him a cottage to live in on the estate of Ermenonville, and there
the stormy spirit suddenly expired, July 2, 1778.
Rousseau's lucid prose has the flame of genius in it, and
kindles all who read. " I have read," said Tolstoi, " the whole
of Rousseau, the whole twenty volumes, including the lexicon of
music. What I felt for him was more than enthusiasm; it was
worship.*' His political ideas at once caught the imagination
of the people of the eighteenth century. In his view of nature
applied to politics Rousseau claimed to be conservative.
" I wish to find out," he wrote, in the preface to the Control
social, ** if there can be in the civil organization some sure and
legitimate rule of administration, taking men as they are, and
laws as they could be/' He finds that rule in the principle of
government of his native state.
Born the citizen of a free State, and sharing in the sovereignty,
>wever feeble, the influence that my voice can have in public

